00740 


oe ee eet ρὐδνι συ» 


ae 


‘“-Ball - At the President's request last night, I got Stevenson 


chooge. 
“τὶ wae τύπων 
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McNamara - They are going along famously. We got that Bucharest. 
We Hailed her, and she responded and told us herg cargo, and we 
passed her on through, and we are shadowing her. 


Ball - Teriffic. 


McNamara - Iam trying to go through a little strategy session, 
and I am listening to the various things that have happened that 
indicate that snubcearexthax K is proceeding very, very cauticusly, 


no matter what he says. pre. 


Ball - You saw this letter last night. 


McNamara - I did. The letter last night, and I am checking to be 
perfectly sure that I incerpreted this correctly in relation to 
that letter. The letter says our instructions to;sea captains 
are to proceed according to the norms of sea and not to respond 
to the blockade proceci:.es. I believe I am correct in saying 
that the norm of che sea is for ships passing at sea to identify 
themselves. Soing-so, wha are you? The ships respond "I am soing- 
so, from soing-so, going to soing-so." It is not a norm of the 
sea tO xem say what are your carrying, and the vessel to respond 
I am carrying POL. If I am correct, they have already deviated 
from the norms and responded to our quarantine. Nowlrhe question 
is what to do next, and this is what we are talking about. 


iexukerxxm Ball - What ships are inside. 


wEiM McNamara - Nerbhing of any interest to you. Therefore pe 
can't do much by that procedure in the next few hours - πὰ to 48 
hours. The criteria I would apply is (a), they need to be legal, 
S(b) they need to be such that they put pressure on K, and (c) 
they need to be done in a way that doesn't lose our support of 
our allies or neutrals. 


to talk to UT about getting some kind of fast appeal, but I'm 
sure I don’t want to kill that this morning. 


McNamara - Maybe you would want to hold it until 10 o'clock. oF 
There are a loc of things we can do herewith just my three 
criteria and we can Ἐπ escalate this. My whole thought of a > 
blockade axgetumex argument is that we escalate it as we _ 
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Ball - We establish it first. 


McNamara - Right, and that stops the offerasive weapons, Now 
what we want to do is get the weapons out. How do we do that? 


Ball - I am whodly with you. 


Sanh, 


SLAIN tee Sameera owen — ὁ ὁ ὁὃὀΠ᾽ 
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